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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN OPINION ON EUROPE 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION HAS JUST PUBLISHED THE FINDINNS 
OF THE LATEST "EURO-BAROMETER" OPINION POLL CARRIED OUT 
IN THE NINE COMMUNITY COUNTRIES TOWARDS THE END OF 1977. 

WITH THE ELECTION BY UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT LOOMING ON THE HORIZON, SEVEN OUT OF TEN 
(72) OF THOSE INTERVIEWED FAVORED SUCH DIRECT ELECTIONS. 

SUPPORT WAS STRONGEST IN ITALY (79), THE NETHERLANDS 
(77). LUXEMBOURG (76) AND IRELAND (74). DENMARK WAS 
THE LEAST ENTHUSIASTIC, WITH 54 FAVORABLE AND 29 
AGAINST DIRECT ELECTIONS, ALTHOUGH EVEN HERE THE IDEA 
IS BECOMING MORE POPULAR: IN A PREVIOUS SURVEY ONLY 44 
OF THE DANES WERE IN FAVOR. IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, WHERE 
PARAMENT RECENTLY ACTED TO DELAY DIRECT EUROPEAN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 01222 201537Z 

ELECTIONS, 69 WERE FOR AND ONLY 18 WERE OPPOSED. 

DESPITE THIS RATHER WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR THE PRINCIPLE 
OF DIRECT ELECTIONS, ONLY HALF OF THOSE QUESTIONED 
VIEWED THE ELECTIONS AS "AN EVENT WITH IMPORTANT 
CONSEQUENCES WHICH IS CERTAIN TO MAKE EUROPE MORE 
POLITICALLY UNIFIED." ONE IN THREE CONSIDERED IT "AN 
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UNIMPORTANT EVENT". PEOPLE IN ITALY AND THE NETHERLANDS 
ATTACHED THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO THE ELECTIONS. 

THE GENERAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE COMMUNITY AND THE 
"COMMON MARKET" REMAINS FOR THE MOST PART FAVORABLE: 

56 REGARDED IT AS "A GOOD THING" AND ONLY 14 AS "A BAD 
THING". THE DUTCH (74), THE LUXEMBOURGERS (73) AND 
THE ITALIANS (70) ARE THE MOST FAVORABLE. POSITIVE 
OPINIONS JUST BARELY PREDOMINATED IN DENMARK (37 FOR 
WITH 33 AGAINST), WHILE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 35 WERE 
FOR AND 37 AGAINST. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE BRITISH 
SEEMED TO TAKE A MORE OPTIMISTIC VIEW OF THE FUTURE, FOR 
48 EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY WOULD 
BE A GOOD THING FOR THEIR COUNTRY OVER THE NEXT TEN TO 
FIFTEEN YEARS; 26 THOUGHT OTHERWISE. 

FOR THE FIRST TIME A QUESTION WAS ASKED ON THE POSSIBLE 
MEMBERSHIP OF GREECE, PORTUGAL AND SPAIN. BETWEEN 
THREE AND FOUR OUT OF TEN PERSONS INTERVIEWED FELT THAT 
IT WOULD BE A "A GOOD THING": GREECE (32 FOR, 15 AGAIN 
PORTUGAL (33 FOR, 17 AGAINST) AND SPAIN (39 FOR, 16 
AGAINST). SUPPORT FOR NEW MEMBERS WAS STRONGEST IN 
GERMANY AND ITALY, WHILE THE DANES EXPRESSED MOST 
RESERVATIONS. 

THE LATEST EURO-BAROMETER ALSO INCLUDED A NUMBER OF 
QUESTIONS ON THE "GENERAL MOOD" OF THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC. 
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54 OF THOSE INTERVIEWED FELT THAT LIVING CONDITIONS 
WOULD IMPROVE OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. THE IRISH (73) 

WERE THE MOST OPTIMISTIC, FOLLOWED BY THE BRITISH (65) 

AND THE GERMANS (57), WHILE THE DUTCH WERE THE LEAST 
OPTIMISTIC (32, WITH 26 BELIEVING THAT THINGS WOULD 
GET WORSE). 

THE RISK OF INCREASED SOCIAL TENSIONS LEADING TO CIVIL 
DISORDER WITHIN THE NEXT TEN YEARS WAS CONSIDERED STRONGER 
THAN THE RISK OF A THIRD WORLD WAR: 54 FORESAW THE 
POSSIBILITY OF CIVIL DISORDER, WHILE 24 FELT THAT A 
WORLD WAR WAS MORE LIKELY TO BREAK OUT THAN NOT. 

THE DEGREE OF SATISFACTION WITH "THE WAY DEMOCRACY WORKS" 
VARIES GREATLY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, WITH SATISFACTION 
MOST PREVALENT AMONG THE GERMANS (78 VERSUS 18 
DISSATISFIED), AND LEAST AMONG THE ITALIANS (19 
SATISFIED, 78 DISSATISFIED). 

PUBLIC OPINION REGARDING THE ECOLOGIST MOVEMENTS IS 
OVERWHELMINGLY FAVORABLE IN ALL COUNTIES: ON AVERAGE 78 
OF THOSE INTERVIEWED RATED THEM HIGHLY AS AGAINST ONLY 
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13 WHO DID NOT. BY CONTRAST, FEMINIST MOVEMENTS WERE 
RATED MUCH LESS HIGHLY BY MEN AND WOMEN ALIKE: 46 HAD A 
GOOD OPINION OF THEM AND 38 A POOR OPINION. THERE 
WAS LITTLE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE REACTIONS 
OF THE TWO SEXES. MONSEN 
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